Ezekiel 44: Title: “Holiness and Access: The Order of Worship in
God’s House” Bible Study on 04/24/2025

1. Context Overview

» Setting: Ezekiel receives a vision of a future temple (chs. 40—48),
possibly symbolic of ideal worship or a literal future restoration.

» Chapter 44 Focus: God outlines who may serve in the temple and
under what conditions, emphasizing purity, obedience, and a restored
order.

2. Key Sections and Themes
A. The Eastern Gate (vv. 1-3)

» The eastern gate is shut because “the LORD, the God of Israel, has
entered through it.”

* Only the prince may sit in it to eat before the Lord — this
emphasizes God’s holiness and kingship.

Reflection Question: What does it mean that God’s presence sanctifies a
place so deeply that it must be shut?

B. Rebuke of the Unfaithful (vv. 4-9)

* God rebukes Israel for allowing uncircumcised foreigners to serve
in His sanctuary.

« Emphasis on spiritual obedience and keeping the covenant.

Lesson: Not everyone can approach God casually. Access to His
presence is sacred and conditional on covenantal faithfulness.

C. Restoration of the Levitical Priesthood (vv. 10-16)

* The Levites who went astray will bear their shame and serve in
lesser roles (vv. 10—14).



* But the sons of Zadok, who remained faithful, are honored and
allowed to serve in the Holy Place (vv. 15-16).

Application: Faithfulness matters — even in compromise, God honors
those who stay true to Him.

D. Rules for the Priests (vv. 17-31)

* Instructions on clothing, hair, marriage, teaching, judgment, and
handling the holy.

 Priests are called to a higher standard of holiness in all areas of life.

Key Verse: “They shall teach My people the difference between the holy
and the common and cause them to discern between the unclean and the
clean.” (v. 23)

3. Themes for Discussion

» Holiness of God: God’s presence requires reverence, order, and
purity.

 Faithfulness in leadership: Leaders are held accountable, and God
remembers their actions.

» Consecration for ministry: Servants must live differently — visibly
and internally.

» Restoration through repentance: Even those who failed (Levites)
still have a place, though with limits.

4. New Testament Connection

» Jesus is the perfect priest (Hebrews 4:14-5:10) who entered through
the veil for us.

» Believers are now a royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:9), called to live
consecrated lives and teach others the ways of God.



