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Main points of Ezekiel chapter 16: 

 1. **Allegory of Jerusalem's Origins and Unfaithfulness**: - **Birth and 

Abandonment**: God describes Jerusalem's origins metaphorically as the birth of a 

female child who was abandoned and left to die. - **God's Care and Covenant**: 

God finds the child, nurtures her, and enters a covenant with her, symbolizing the 

establishment of Israel as God's chosen people.  

2. **Unfaithfulness and Idolatry**: - **Prosperity and Beauty**: The girl grows 

up to become a beautiful woman adorned with fine clothing and jewelry, 

representing Jerusalem's prosperity and blessings. - **Adultery and Idolatry**: 

Despite God's care, Jerusalem becomes unfaithful, likened to a wife who becomes a 

harlot, engaging in idolatry and making alliances with other nations.  

3. **Condemnation and Punishment**: - **Prostitution and Sacrifices**: 

Jerusalem's idolatry is described as prostitution, including the sacrifice of her own 

children. - **Divine Judgment**: God declares judgment on Jerusalem for her 

unfaithfulness, predicting destruction and exile as consequences of her sins.  

4. **Comparison with Other Nations**: - **Greater Wickedness**: Jerusalem's 

sins are compared to those of Samaria and Sodom, suggesting that Jerusalem's 



unfaithfulness is even greater than these notorious cities. - **Restoration Promise**: 

Despite the harsh condemnation, there is a promise of restoration and renewal, 

indicating God's enduring commitment to His covenant.  

5. **God’s Everlasting Covenant**: - **Renewal of Covenant**: God promises 

to establish an everlasting covenant with Jerusalem, signifying future restoration and 

forgiveness. - **Shame and Repentance**: Jerusalem will remember her past and 

feel shame, leading to repentance and a renewed relationship with God.  

Ezekiel 16 practical Application Points 

 1. **Gratitude for God's Blessings**: - **Lesson**: Recognize and be thankful 

for the blessings and care God provides. - **Example**: Just as Jerusalem was 

nurtured and adorned by God, we should acknowledge and appreciate the ways God 

has cared for us. This might mean expressing gratitude through prayer, worship, or 

acts of kindness.  

2. **Faithfulness to God**: - **Lesson**: Remain faithful to God, avoiding 

idolatry and spiritual unfaithfulness. - **Example**: In modern terms, idolatry can 

mean prioritizing anything above God, such as career, money, or personal desires. 

Staying faithful might involve regular spiritual practices like prayer, reading 

Scripture, and participating in community worship.  



3. **Consequences of Sin**: - **Lesson**: Understand that actions have 

consequences, and unfaithfulness to God can lead to negative outcomes. - 

**Example**: If someone engages in unethical behavior at work (e.g., lying or 

cheating), it could lead to loss of trust, job termination, or legal issues. Recognizing 

this, one might choose to act with integrity and honesty. 

 4. **Repentance and Humility**: - **Lesson**: Be willing to repent and turn 

back to God after recognizing one's mistakes. - **Example**: If a person realizes 

they have wronged someone, such as speaking harshly to a friend, they should seek 

forgiveness and make amends. This demonstrates humility and a desire to restore the 

relationship.  

5. **God's Mercy and Forgiveness**: - **Lesson**: Trust in God's mercy and the 

possibility of restoration, no matter how far one has strayed. - **Example**: 

Someone who has lived a life far from God, perhaps involving addiction or crime, 

can still find hope in God's forgiveness. Joining a faith-based recovery program or a 

supportive church community can help in rebuilding their life.  

6. **Spiritual Growth and Renewal**: - **Lesson**: Embrace the opportunity 

for spiritual growth and renewal through God's covenant. - **Example**: Regularly 

engaging in self-reflection and spiritual disciplines, such as meditation, study, and 

service, can help someone grow in their faith and renew their commitment to God.  


