
Ezekiel 1 

 

Ezekiel 1 is a profound and vivid introduction to the book of Ezekiel, marked by a theophany—a vision of God’s glory. 
This chapter sets the stage for Ezekiel’s prophetic mission by emphasizing the majesty, sovereignty, and holiness of 
God. Below is a detailed exegesis of the chapter: 

 

1. Historical Context (Ezekiel 1:1-3) 

 

The chapter begins with Ezekiel’s account of his call during the Babylonian exile (around 593 BC). 

   •   “In the thirtieth year”: Likely Ezekiel’s age, the age at which priests began their service (Numbers 4:3). 

   •   “Among the exiles by the Kebar River”: Ezekiel is in Babylon with other exiles after the first deportation in 597 BC. 

   •   “The heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God”: Indicates a divine revelation. God communicates His word 
and mission to Ezekiel in exile, demonstrating His presence even in foreign lands. 

 

This introduction highlights that God’s presence is not confined to the temple in Jerusalem; He is sovereign 
everywhere. 

 

2. Vision of the Living Creatures (Ezekiel 1:4-14) 

 

Ezekiel sees a stormy wind, a great cloud, and fire, symbolizing the divine presence. 

   •   “A windstorm coming out of the north”: Often associated with divine judgment (Jeremiah 1:14; Isaiah 14:31). The 
north may also indicate God’s throne (Psalm 48:2). 

   •   The living creatures (cherubim): Four living beings with human-like forms but with four faces (human, lion, ox, and 
eagle) and four wings. 

      •   Symbolism of the faces: Represent different aspects of creation and God’s character: 

         •   Human: Intelligence. 

         •   Lion: Strength and majesty. 

         •   Ox: Service and diligence. 

         •   Eagle: Swiftness and sovereignty. 

   •   Wheels and movement: The creatures’ wheels move in all directions without turning, symbolizing God’s 
omnipresence and omniscience. 

   •   Fire and lightning: Represent divine power and holiness. 

 

The imagery emphasizes that God’s power and glory extend throughout the created order, transcending human 
limitations. 

 

3. The Wheels (Ezekiel 1:15-21) 



 

Ezekiel describes wheels beside each living creature. 

   •   “A wheel intersecting a wheel”: Symbolizes multidirectional movement and God’s unrestricted sovereignty over 
the universe. 

   •   “The spirit of the living creatures was in the wheels”: Indicates unity and harmony in God’s creation and 
governance. 

 

These wheels suggest that God’s presence and work are dynamic and all-encompassing, not static or confined. 

 

4. The Throne and the Glory of God (Ezekiel 1:22-28) 

 

The vision culminates in a depiction of God’s glory above the expanse. 

   •   “An expanse, sparkling like crystal”: Represents the separation between the divine and the created realm. 

   •   “A throne of lapis lazuli”: The throne signifies God’s authority, and lapis lazuli (a blue gemstone) symbolizes purity 
and divine majesty. 

   •   The figure on the throne: Ezekiel sees “the appearance of a man,” indicating God revealing Himself in a form that 
Ezekiel could perceive. 

   •   “The appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord”: Ezekiel does not claim to see God directly but sees His 
glory, a visible manifestation of His presence. 

 

This section underscores God’s transcendence, holiness, and sovereignty. The vision evokes awe and humility, as 
seen in Ezekiel’s response: he falls facedown in reverence. 

 

Themes and Theological Implications 

 

 1. God’s Sovereignty: 

God’s power is portrayed through the storm, fire, creatures, and throne. Even in exile, He is in control. 

 2. God’s Omnipresence: 

The mobility of the wheels and the presence of God in Babylon show that God is not confined to the temple or 
Jerusalem. 

 3. God’s Holiness: 

The fire and lightning emphasize His holiness, purity, and otherness. 

 4. God’s Glory: 

The chapter highlights the overwhelming majesty and glory of God, which is beyond full human comprehension. 

 5. Preparation for Prophetic Mission: 

The vision serves as a reminder of God’s authority and the gravity of Ezekiel’s calling. 

 



Practical Applications 

 

 1. God’s Presence in Difficult Times: Just as God was with Ezekiel and the exiles in Babylon, He is present 
with His people in their struggles today. 

 2. Reverence for God: The vision calls believers to approach God with awe, humility, and worship. 

 3. Confidence in God’s Sovereignty: Amid chaos and judgment, God’s throne remains unshaken. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Ezekiel 1 is a profound reminder of God’s majesty, sovereignty, and glory. The vision serves as the foundation for 
Ezekiel’s prophetic ministry, emphasizing that God is present and active even in the midst of exile and judgment. It 
inspires awe and reverence, calling readers to recognize and trust in God’s ultimate authority over all creation. 


